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Chapter Nineteen DATE 1087 

The Decade of the Nazi War Criminal (U) 

The Loftus interview on 60 Minutes had far-reaching implications. In addition to 
raising Congressional and public interest in the US government’s assistance to Nazi war 
criminals and collaborators in immigrating to America, the 60 Minutes piece led the 
General Accounting Office to launch another major investigation that lasted for the next 
three years. The GAO concluded that various agencies of the Federal government, 
including the CIA, had maintained close contact with some of these figures. And, in 
some cases, the government had aided their immigration and worked with these 
individuals after their arrival in the United States. (U) 

Even before the GAO issued its report in the summer of 1985, the Klaus Barbie 
case demonstrated the extent of American collusion with Nazi war criminals. The 
Department of Justice’s investigation in 1983 exposed the Army’s Counter Intelligence 
Corps’s use of Nazi war criminals as intelligence sources and the “rat line” from Europe 
to South America. The Ryan report on Barbie appeared to confirm some of Loftus’s 
charges that the US government had concealed its relationship with criminal adherents of 
the Third Reich. (U) 

The Barbie investigation, coming immediately on the heels of the 60 Minutes 
episode, fueled growing public speculation that the United States Government, especially 
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its intelligence agencies, was involved with every unsolved Nazi war criminal case. 
Between 1983, when the Barbie case broke, and 1986, the world press seized upon the 
American connection with Nazi war criminals as topics of major speculation. Within a 
three-year period, cases such as Klaus Barbie, Robert Jan Verbelen, Josef Mengele, and 
Kurt Waldheim created international sensations. While American intelligence had links 
with two of the four major cases (Barbie and Verbelen), the media created an impression 
that the United States had information on the four individuals and facilitated their escape 
from justice. Thorough examinations by the Office of Special Investigation in the four 
cases failed to dispel this viewpoint. (U) 

The Barbie Investigation (U) 

In February 1983, news reports circulated in the American press that the Central 
Intelligence Agency had protected Klaus Barbie while he lived in South America. 
Coming at the same time that the Bolivian Government finally extradited Barbie to 
France, these were serious charges. Sen. Patrick Moynihan, vice chairman of the Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence, commented in response to the allegations, “appropriate 
inquiries have been made at various agencies, including the most recent inquiries of Mr. 
Klaus Barbie.” 1 (U) 



JSee “Summary of Major Media Items on Intelligence,” 14 and 16 February 1983, in DO 
Records, 73 Box 1 3, Folder 1 28, CIA ARC. (U) 
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This benign statement did not convey the sense of urgency that US officials 
shared in the Barbie revelations. On 8 February 1 983, the Agency’s Office of General 
Counsel learned from the State Department that the US Army had employed Barbie, a 
German SS officer accused of the murder of thousands of French resistance members, 
after World War II. 2 In an effort to head off negative press reports (apparently John 
Loftus had already raised the issue with CBS News), the Reagan Administration planned 
to distribute a press release concerning the entire case. 3 Both the Department of Defense 
and the CIA’s Directorate of Operations, however, opposed such a move and preferred 
not to make any statement at all. While the Agency denied that it had any connection 
with Barbie either in Europe or in South America, Agency officials worried that the CIC 
unit that had “smuggled” him out of Germany and Italy may have actually been an OPC 
cover unit. 4 (U) 

Stanley Sporkin, the Agency’s General Counsel, updated the DCI on the Barbie 
case on 16 February. He explained Barbie’s activities for the American Government, the 
background of the Nazi war criminal investigations, and the options available to 
American policymakers in resolving the Barbie case. Sporkin offered four options to 



2 The State Department informed the CIA the same day as the New York Times broke the story 
about Barbie. See Ralph Blumenthal, “Ex -Chief of Gestapo in Lyon is Linked to US 
Intelligence,” New York Times, 8 February 1983, pp. A-l and A-9. (U) 

3 C- 3 Associate General Counsel to General Counsel, “Current Information and 

Administration Action Concerning Klaus Barbie Matter,” 16 February 1983, (S), in DO Records, 
C 3, Box 13, Folder 128, CIA ARC. (S) 

4 The confusion surrounding the OPC cover unit was initially stated in the above-cited 
memorandum. Subsequent memos corrected this false impression. The Agency recommended on 
16 February that it “not make any public statement whatsoever concerning Barbie. To do so could 
be misconstrued by the media and/or general public.” See “Klaus Barbie aka Klaus Altmann,” 
[undated], (S), in DO Records, <3 3, Box 13, Folder 128, CIA ARC. (S) 
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